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situation was even more disturbed in the regions
north   of  Massachusetts,   where  the  status   of
Maine and New Hampshire was undecided and
where the coming of the royal commissioners only
served to throw the inhabitants into a new fer-
ment.    The claims of Mason and Gorges were
revived by their descendants, and the King per-
emptorily ordered Massachusetts to surrender the
provinces.   Agents of Gorges appeared in the terri-
tory and demanded an acknowledgment of their au-
thority; the commissioners themselves attempted
to organize a government and to exercise jurisdic-
tion there in the King's name; but in 1668 Massa-
chusetts, denying all other pretensions, adopted
a resolution asserting her full right of control,
and, sending commissioners with a military escort
to York,  resumed jurisdiction of the province.
The inhabitants did not know what to do.    Some
upheld the Gorges agents and the commission-
ers;  others adhered to Massachusetts.   Even in
Massachusetts   itself   there   were   grave   differ-
ences of opinion, for the younger generation did
not always follow the old magistrates, and  the
people of   Boston were   developing views both
of government and of the proper relations to-
ward England that were at variance with those